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Birds Found in St. Joseph Co. Ind., Each Day in 

May, 1909. 



B. Alphonsus. 

The daily observations recorded in this article were made in the 
vicinity of Notre Dame and St. Mary's, Ind., the St. Joseph River 
near the latter and the lakes at the former making these places 
ecologically among the best in the county for finding a large 
variety of birds. 

My object in keeping daily records of all the birds I see is to 
ascertain which species are widely distributed in each month of the 
year. I also have in mind to note, as accurately as a single person 
can, the dates of the arrival and departure of each species. 

The reader will be enabled to see by looking at my daily lists 
of birds found during May which species are very common, fairly 
common, rare or very rare. Those recorded but a few times are 
generally migrants which were passing to the north or late from 
the south. 

The Screech Owl and Nighthawk are seldom seen here at this 
time of the year. The Bittern, Alder Flycatcher, IyOon and 
Yellow-legs are birds that nest in low land near the water. The 
writer had no opportunity of visiting such a locality. The Cardinal, 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak and Scarlet Tanager usually prefer quiet 
places in uninhabited woods for nesting. 

It is interesting to note that certain species were not seen at all 
during the month. Such are the Hairy Woodpecker, Downy 
Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Chickadee, Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird, Bobwhite, Whip-poor-will and Loggerhead Shrike. 
Most of these birds nest in deep woods, none of which were visited 
by the writer. The Shrike is a quiet bird that nests in hedges. 
The Hummingbird did not arrive until June. The writer has never 
seen a Sapsucker in the spring after April. 

These four species were seen every day during the month: 
Song Sparrow, Purple Grackle, Chipping Sparrow, Robin. 
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The following were seen on every date except those that follow 
their names : 

The following species were seen on the dates after their names: 



Meadowlark i, n, 13, 26. 
Field Sparrow 1, 2, 6, 8, 10, 12, 

19, 26. 
Cowbird 8, io, 13. 
Red-headed Woodpecker i, 2, 3, 

6, 11, 15, 27, 30. 
Flicker 2, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 18, 

19, 20, 2i, 22, 23, 24, 30, 31. 
Chimney Swift 1 to 6, 9. 
Kingbird 1 to 7, 9, 10, 13, 14, 

24, 26, 27. 
Blue Jay 1, 3, 26. 

Crow 1, 2, 4, 5, 6. 8, 11, 14, 15, 

17. 19- 
Orchard Oriole 1 to 6, 9, 10. 
Baltimore Oriole 1 to 4, 24. 
Bluebird 3, 6, 7, 8, io, 12, 13, 

14, 15, 20, 21, 24. 
Hermit Thrush 6, 8, 30, 31. 
Spotted Sandpiper 3, 5, 13, 17, 

19, 21, 26. 
Goldfinch 1 to 11, 16, 18. 
Vesper Sparrow 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 9, 

io, 11, 12, 13, 14, 20. 
Warbling Vireo 1 to 5, 7, 10, 

11, 15- 
Catbird 1 to 6, 8, 9, u, 27. 
Brown Thrasher 19, 22, 24, 26. 
House Wren 1, 2, 3, 6, 10, 11, 

13, 15, 18, 21, 26, 30. 
Swamp Sparrow 5, 7, 19, 21, 

25, 28, 31. 
I,oon 4. 
Ovenbird 11. 

Redstart 12, 13, 16 to 20, 28, 29, 
3i- 



White-crowned Sparrow 2, 3, 4, 

6, 11 to 14, 23, 24. 
Yellow-legs 3. 
Myrtle Warbler 1 to 7, 11, 12, 

14, 16, 18, 19, 28. 
Yellow Palm Warbler 1, 2, 3, 5, 

9, 12, 14, 17, 18. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 9, 

i3> i9- 
Black-poll Warbler 17. 
Bay-breasted Warbler 19. 
Kentucky Warbler 1. 
Canadian Warbler 24. 
Wilson Warbler 28. 
Hooded Warbler 13, 24. 
Tennesee Warbler 24, 26. 
Wilson Thrush 3. 
Least Flycatcher 22, 24. 
Sprigtail 29. 
Purple Finch 2, 4, 5. 
Dickcissel 19, 23, 25, 31. 
Yellow-throated Vireo 19, 23, 24, 

28, 29, 30, 31. 
Screech Owl 23, young bird. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 28, 29, 31. 
Belted Kingfisher 2, 3, 4, 9, 23, 

24, 25, 30. 
Crested Flycatcher 27, 28. 
Phoebe, 1, 6, 11, 12, 19 to 24, 

26, 28, 29. 
Wood Pewee 18, 19, 20, 22 to 31. 
Bobolink 13, 17, 23, 27. 
Red-winged Blackbird 3, 4, 7, 

12, 16, 17, 18, 28, 31. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 3, 4. 
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The following species were seen on the dates after their names: 
5. 9 



Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1 

10, 14. 
Mourning Dove 2 to 5, 8, 12, 17, 

19. 23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 30, 31. 
Nighthawk 27. 
Bittern 29. 
Purple Martin 13. 
Alder Flycatcher 25, 26. 
Kildeer 11, 15, 17, 18, 20, 28, 

29. 3i- 
Red-eyed Vireo 16, 19, 24, 26, 

to 30. 
Snowbird i, 2, 4, 5, 28. 
Towhee 2, 3, 4, 16, 19, 23, 25, 

3i- 

Cardinal 19, 27. 



Rose-breasted Grosbeak 5, 9, 12. 
Indigo Bird 5, 19, 21, 23, 24, 25, 

27 to 30. 
Barn Swallow i, 2, 4, 6, 7, 17, 

18, 19, 28. 
Scarlet Tanager 19, 26, 28. 
Cedarbird 27, 29. 
Brown Creeper 3. 
Yellow- Warbler 4, 5, 6, 9, 12, 

13, 16 to 19, 22, 23, 27, 29. 
Blackburnian Warbler 13, 17. 
Maryland Yellow-throat 11, 19, 

21, 25, 27, 28. 
White- breasted Nuthatch 5, 8, 

12, 14, 21, 23, 24, 26, 28, 29. 



The following is the number of species seen each day of the 
month : 



May 



I, 


18 


species 


2, 


21 


1 ( 


3, 


26, 


< < 


4, 


27 


1 < 


5, 


29 


( t 


6, 


18 


( ( 


7, 


23 


< ( 


8, 


20 


1 ( 


9, 


26 


t ( 


10, 


17 


( . 


11, 


25 


( < 


12, 


29 


< 1 


13. 


25 


< ( 


H, 


22 


' ' 


15. 


21 


( ( 


16, 


29 


< ( 



May 17, 
18, 

19, 
20, 
21, 
22, 

23, 
24. 
25, 
26, 

27. 
28, 

29, 
30, 
3i, 



34 species 

31 

38 

27 
26 

29 
35 
33 
34 
23 
34 
43 
34 
29 
34 



Total number of species seen during the month, 76. 



